Unionists in fact had the game in their hands, and had only to play
heir cards correctly

But it is just when a situation appears to be almost irrecoverable,
that the opportunity may present itself for retrieving it by some dar-
ing stroke This was not to be expected from Asquith, who, for all his
ability, was conspicuously lacking in initiative But it was just the
chance for such a combination as that of Lloyd George and Churchill
And they had a plan of extraordinary daring and simplicity, of which
Ehe authorship may be credited in the first place to Lloyd George, but
in whose shaping Churchill's hand may be plainly seen, and which
ivas thoroughly in harmony with his genius

Let us try to see the problem as it must have presented itself to
them at the tune When your opponent has the game in his hands, it
s impossible to devise any strategic scheme that ought not to be
defeated Your only chance is to study your opponent's mind, in
3rder to discover some line of habitual stupidity, and then, having
iisposed matters so as to make this the line of maximum temptation,
>take everything on the chance of his following it, and playing into
^our hands

Now it was evident that what had given the Unionist leaders
heir winning advantage hitherto, had been their control of the
Lords and the skill they had displayed in exploiting it It was equally
evident that they were playing a very dangerous game, one that
xlmost amounted to a Right-wing revolutions and in which one
angle mistake might be fatal Hitherto that mistake had not been
Tiade* The Lords would, in fact, have plausibly claimed to have
Demonstrated how a Second Chamber coulci be employed to keep a
majority m the Commons functioning democratically, and head it off
;very time it forsook the paths of statesmanship for those of faction
That it only did this for one party need not affect the immediate
ssue* It did not follow they were wrong now, because they had failed
o do right in the past

But what if the House of Lords could be induced to put itself by
ts own action hopelessly and outrageously in the wrong, if it could
DC induced ^ no longer to stand forth as the bulwark of democracy
igainst faction, but as a mob of selfish plutocrats, who, rather than
Contribute a moiety of their enormous wealth to finance those very
lefence measures, for which they had clamoured, would be prepared
o wreck the Constitution whose special championship they had
issumed? Such a genius for self-immolation might have seemed
>eyond the prospect of belief in what ought to have been the in-
ellectual pick of the community But the attorney from Wales and
he ex-Hussar knew the men with whom they were dealing, and to
vhat extent the new model of public-school education had been
uccessful in standardizing behaviour by eliminating intellect. And
aeir plan had the simplicity that is characteristic of all great
trategieal conceptions
TOey knew that a constitutional tradition, older than that which